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With  women  working  in  business,  industry,  and  on  fche  farms,  the  duty  of j 
keeping  the  home  fires  burning  is  falling  more  and  more  to  inexperienced  helpers. 
And  so,  many  working  women  are  concerned  about  other  kinds  of  home  fires...  the 
kind  they  don't  want  in  their  homes. .  .fires  that  destroy  life  and  property. 

Since  this  is  national  fire  prevention  week,  it's  a  good  time  to  reach 
into  our  mailbag  for  some  of  the  letters  on  fire  prevention  problems  that  home- 
makers  have  written  to  -che  U,  Sr  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Two  of  the  letters  today  are  about  fire  preTontion. . .another  asks  how  to 
fireproof  an  ironing  board  cover... and  the  last  question  asks  if  an  open  cellar 
stairway  is  a  fire  hazard. 

Our  first  two  letters  offer  two  different  angles  on  a  common  problem.  One 
writer  is  a  city  housewife  who  works  pert  time  in  a  store.. .the  other  letter  comes 
from  a  farm  woman  who  now  spends  much  of  her  time  doing  farm,  work,  because  her 
"•.is'band  can't  get  enough  help.    Each  of  these  women  leaves  a  teen-age  daughter 
to  look  after  the  house  and  the  younger  children  during  her  absence.    And  each 
admits  she  worries  about  the  danger  of  fire  while  she  is  away  from  home. 

The  fire  prevention  specialists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  don't 
advocate  worry  as  a  fire  prevention  measure. .  .but  they  say  intelligent  concern 
*ad  action  can  make  homes  safer  from  fires  while  the  homemaker    is  away.  Every 
-O'lemaker  owes  it  to  her  family's  safety  to  have  periodic  checkups  on  the  common 
--re  hazards  around  the  house.    And  she  should  train  her  family  in  good  fire- 
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prevention  ha'bits  with  regard  to  such  things  as  smoking,  using  matches,  and 
handling  heating  and  lighting  equipment. 

Lack  of  repairs  or  misuse  of  heating  equipment  often  causes  hone  fires. 
Inspect  your  stoves  or  furnace. ..  see  that  heating  pipes,  flues,  and  chimneys  are 
clean  and  in  good  condition. ..  floors,  rugs,  and  walls  protected  from  heat  and  ..  . 
flying  sparks.    Use  metal  containers  for  ashes. ..and  empty  ashes  where  they  can't 
ignite  the  house  or  outbuildings.    If  you  have  oortable  oil  stoves,  "be  sure 
they're  placed  where  the  children  won't  run  into  them  or  push  them  over. 

Electrical  equipment  is  a  common  source  of  fires,  so  check  up  on  worn-out 
or  broken  appliances.  ..  too  many  appliances  plugged  into  one  circuit. ..  frayed 
cords. . .cords  run  under  rugs,  or  hung  over  nails. 

Salvaging  old  papers,  "boxes,  and  clothes  is  patriotic  —  hut  it's  not 
patriotic  to  have  a  fire.    And  fires  sometimes  start  themselves  in  hoards  of  old 
paper,  rags,  or  clothing  piled  in  unventilated  corners  of  a  cellar  or  attic, or  under  a 
stairway. .. so  keep  these  rubbish  heaps  from  accumulating  in  your  home.    If  you 
must  keep  oily  rags  or  mops  around,  put  them  in  a  tightly  closed  metal  container. 

If  you  light  your  home  with  oil  lamps,  make  sure  they're  always  on  a 
steady  base. .  .out  of  reach  of  children. ..  and  out  of  the  way  of  blowing  curtains, 
leach  your  children  they  must  never  carry  a  lighted  lamp  or  lantern  from  room  to 

rooa,. .that1  s  an  adult's  job. 

The  kitchen  is  full  of  fire  hazards  for  an  inexperienced  housekeeper. 
Don't  have  curtains,  towels,  potholders,  and  other  inflammable  material  near  the 
stove.    (We'll  have  more  to  say  about  this  a  little  later  today).     Keeping  matches 
on  the  stove  is  convenient  —  but  dangerous.    Matches  belong  in  a  closed  metal 
^ox,  away  from  the  stove,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  youngsters.    And  burned  matches 
belong  in  a  metal  container. ,  .not  in  a  wastebasket  full  of  trash. 

Besides  taking  precautions    against  fire,  you  can  provide  fire- fighting 
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equipment  for  your  home;    "boxes  of  sand...  , a  fireproof  "blanket. .  .and  "buckets  of 
vat er  kept  outside.    Teach  older  children  how  to  use  these. ..and  teach  all  the 
children  how  to  get  out  of  the  house  in  case  of  fire,  and,  if  you  live  in  a  city, 
how  to  turn  in  a  fire  alarm. 

The  subject  of  inf laminae le  materials  comes  up  again  in  our  next  letter: 
"I've  heard  there  is  an  easy  way  to  make  an  ironing  "board  cover  fireproof.  Can 
you  pleas?  tell  me  how  to  do  this?" 

Fire  prevention  specialists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  worked 
Bttt  a  simple  method  for  making  many  fabrics  fire  resistant.    All  you  do  is 
saturate  the  fabric  in  a  solution  of  borax,  boric  acid,  and  hot  water. . .  then  let 
the  fabric  dry..    To  make  the  solution,  use  7  ounces  of  borax.  ..3  ounces  of  boric 
acid... and  dissolve  them  in  2  quarts  of  hot  water.     (You  can  buy  borax  and  boric 
acid  at  a  drug  store).    Dip  your  ironing  board  cover  or  other  fabric  in  the 
solution,  squeeze  out  the  excess  moisture,  and  let  the  fabric  dry  before  you  use  it. 

By  this  simple  method  you  can  fireproof  a  blanket  to  be  kept  especially  ' 

for  fire-fighting. .  .and  you  can  fireproof  curtains. .  .potholders. ..  children1  s 

clothing.,  .and  rugs  lying  near  a  stove  or  fireplace.    It's  best  to  saturate 

the  fabric,  but  if  you  can't  do  this,  spray  or  sprinkle  it  thoroughly.    If  you 

■list  iron  the  fireproofed  material,  use  a  warm  iron,  never  a  hot  iron.  Water 

dissolves  the  fireproofing,  so  dip  the  articles  in  the  solution  each  time  after 

"-u  wash  them.    Have  them  completely  dry  when  you  apply  the  fireproofing  solution. 

We'll  just  have  time  for  another  short  question  and  answer:     "Our  basement 
stairway  is  entirely  open.    Is  this  a  fire  hazard?    Would  you  advise  closing  off 
the  stairs?" 

The  experts  say  an  open  stairway  is  defintely  a  fire  hazard  —  it  acts  as 
a  chimney  for  hot,  gas-laden  air  from  below.    An  ordinary  door  is  sufficient  to 
close  off  the  basement  stairs.    Just  keep  the  hinges  and  lock  in  good  condition 
ftJ,0*08^9  surs  ^e  &oor  will  close  properly  and  retard  the  spread  of  a  baeeraent 
-r-  to  other  parts  of  the  house.. ..and  to  make  sure  the  door  will  open  readily  in 
saae  a  member -of  the  family  is  in  the  basement  when  a  fire  breaks  out. 

*or  th        ^USt  0nG  morc  wor(?-  about  fires:    fire  prevention  is  a  year-round  job 
»md  ♦«Lvn+v;rQ  £a-'aily.    3e  f iro-conscious. .  .practice  good  fire-prevention  habits 
^dcn  mem  to  your  children.    It's  true  everyone  has  less  time  now  for  the 

"      hone  chores.    But  when  it  comes  to  fire  hazards. ..  shortcuts  don't  pay. 
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